ASSH NEWSLETTER: ISSUE #4 FEBRUARY 2012
Dear Member,
Welcome to the fourth issue of the Australian Society for Simulation in Healthcare's
(ASSH) newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep members informed of what
is happening in the rapidly changing world of healthcare simulation in Australia. This
newsletter provides an opportunity to provide information and also for you to share your
experiences with others engaged in the use of simulation to improve healthcare.
1.

Message from our new Chair Brian Jolly:
I write this just after returning from 10 days camping in
NSW over New Year, so I’ll wish you all a very Happy and
Prosperous New Year even though, by the time you get
this, it maybe nearly 2013!

There were two events late in 2011 with much
significance for ASSH and its membership. The first, on
December 13th was (our umbrella organisation)
Simulation Australia’s, “Skills Summit” in Canberra. This
showcased the wide variety of SA’s interests in simulation
with a number of presenters from different fields; such as
health, defence, and mining. Its role was to show how
Simulation Australia could grow and develop in the next
10 years to enable it to continue to offer support to its
traditional ‘user’ the Defence industry, while at the same
time seeking to grow the number of people choosing to make long term careers in
simulation, enhance the knowledge and skills of the workforce, facilitate development
standards, and bring together diverse groups with a common interest in simulation in
order to share knowledge.
As a peak body, Simulation Australia convened people from Government, Industry and
Academia to address three core questions.
1. How to catalyse and celebrate a wealth of collective knowledge about simulation to
generate innovative solutions for the future?
2. How to enable decision-makers from the public and private sector to discuss and
debate issues and solutions to the future training requirements for the simulation
professional?
3. Which of the sectors, and how Simulation Australia, could best contribute to the
continual professional development needed to maintain relevance and improve
standards?
As Alisha Fisher (CEO of SA) noted in her briefing document:
“If there is to be a simulation professional role identified in the future, we need to be
working out what that means across the broad range of industries. If Health requires 6000
simulation trainer/professionals within the next 3 years, and with the Defence simulation
roadmap requirements, what is our next step moving forward?”
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One of those steps forward was the second event. Starting in Melbourne on the following
day, the inaugural Australian Simulation Education and Technical Training (AusSETT)
‘train the trainer’ workshop, used the excellent health simulation facilities at Holmesglen
Institute.The AusSETT program, funded by Health Workforce Australia, is a move to
provide training aimed at optimising the use of simulated learning environments. It was
developed by an Australian group represented by Edith Cowan University, Flinders
University, Monash University (lead), Queensland Health, The University of Melbourne,
and The University of Queensland. Details of the team that have put this impressive
program together in a remarkably short timescale can be found on the AusSETT web site
(http://www.aussett.edu.au/about-our-team.php), and I feel rather privileged to be one of
them. The first course was mounted as the last stage of the design process. It involved
on-line activities, face to face discussion, group management of simulation activities with
peer feedback, and a commitment to engage in the training of additional simulation
professionals over the next few years. The course is designed for both simulation
teachers and those involved in coordinating the technical aspects so vital to good
simulation.
As, one of the participants, Cathy Haigh, a medical school teacher in Gippsland
explained, “Highlights of the workshop included meeting ... other simulation trainers who
willingly shared their expertise. This networking will be facilitated by using an eportfolio,
Pebblepad, to record and share ideas, experiences and reflections on simulation. We
discussed terminology and described ‘stages’ of simulation in educational contexts:
preparation, pre-briefing, briefing, intervention and very importantly debriefing. An expert
simulated patient provided insights into the rigours of preparing to portray patients,
discussed ways to support students in their learning and modelled one approach to
feedback.
The program has presented many innovative ways to engage in simulation activities and I
look forward to including distributed and sequential simulation in my teaching repertoire,
blending simulation activities and expanding my scope of feedback to include the "near
peer" lens.
AusSETT has given me an infrastructure and an evidence base on which to share my
knowledge of simulation with other educators.
”AusSETT will be coming to a location near you soon! You can find out more by
contacting your State/Territory health services training managers.
Best Wishes,
Brian Jolly ASSH Chair
Our ASSH Executive Committee Profile:
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2.
Our ASSH Executive Committee Profile:
In this issue we would like to introduce you to a new ASSH Executive committee member
Stephanie O'Regan who was voted onto the committee as a Member of Good Standing
in 2011-2012.
Qualifications: RN, BN, MHSM, MHSc(Ed), Cert Emergency
Nursing Harvard Instructors Course
Current Professional Appointments
Simulation Educator: Sydney Clinical Skills and Simulation
Centre (2004 onwards)
Simulation Project Lead & Curriculum Development: Clinical
Education and Training Institute (CETI) NSW (March 2011
onwards)
Statement of Purpose: Stephanie has been a member of
ASSH since its inception and for the past 2 years she has
been part of the scientific committee for the annual meeting.
This entailed participation in the paper review group and
organisation of the in-conference events and workshops
including “SimWars”. She will continue to support the society's meeting by remaining on
the organising committee for 2012 in a similar role to previous years.
As an active member of the simulation community, she has presented at national and
international meetings for simulation and has helped to raise the profile of simulation as
an educational modality at other clinical forums including trauma, emergency, paediatrics,
critical care and rural medicine. She remains committed to ASSH's role in raising
awareness of the value of simulation in healthcare education and will support this as
requested.
Stephanie first became involved with simulated learning environments when she authored
a simulation education scoping report for NSW Health in 2001 on the then current and
future role of simulation in clinical education. Ten years later she's once again working
with simulation at state level, this time coordinating the NSW Health projects selected to
receive Health Workforce Australia funding. Embedded within this role is the requirement
to audit the existing simulation structure and resources within NSW with the view to
developing a sustainable governance and growth model for the state. This role, she
believes, aligns well with the goals of ASSH to work towards standards and accreditation
for simulation programs. She is keen to support ASSH further in this work.
She feels that she will contribute to the normalisation of simulation in education in NSW
through the incorporation of simulation curricula into key programs being developed at
state level. It is important that our professional society remains in touch with what is
happening at all governance levels for simulation and she feels that as an executive
committee member she is in a position to provide a perspective from NSW.
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3.

SimHealth 2012 conference:

Please add to your diary the SimHealth conference dates for 2012: September 10 - 13 at
the Sydney Hilton Hotel. Theme: 'Making Teams Work". Keep up to date with conference
information by visiting our SimHealth 2012 conference website.
We are very pleased to announce the following 2 keynote speakers have been confirmed.
Tanja Manser
Associate Professor for Industrial Psychology and Human Factors, University of Fribourg,
Switzerland
Tanja Manser holds a Professorship funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation at
University of Fribourg, Switzerland where she leads a team of psychologists conducting
research on human performance and patient safety. Her work is focused on studying
safety relevant behaviours such as teamwork in operating theatres and communication
during postoperative handover in clinical and simulation environments.
Walter Eppich
Physician in the Division of Pediatric Emergency medicine at Children’s Memorial hospital
in Chicago, and an Instructor, Pediatrics at Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of
Medicine and The Center For Medical Simulation – Harvard University – Massachusetts
USA
His research and education interests focus on simulation of acute pediatric emergencies,
crisis resource management, optimal debriefing strategies, and facility development and
simulation instructor training.
Please assist us by promoting the SimHealth 2012 conference to your staff and
colleagues, here is a quick and easy to read summary of SimHealth 2011, download the
Newsletter
Please be reminded that SimHealth 2012: Abstracts close next Monday February 13th
2012. The Scientific Committee is looking forward to receiving many innovative and
inspiring abstracts and developing a scientific program streamed to suit a large
community of health simulation professionals.
Julian Van Dijk
2012 Scientific Convenor
Your ASSH membership renewal:

4

4.
Your ASSH membership
If your ASSH membership has expired as per the renewal date above, please renew your
membership on line by following the link below.
Please note: As at March 1st 2012, if you membership has expired you will no longer
receive the ASSH newsletter although you will remain on the mailing list.
If you would like to renew your individual membership with ASSH we now have an on-line
membership renewal facility as per the link below. ASSH membership includes:
•
Membership to a peak national industry body representing professionals working
within healthcare simulation, education and research.
•
ASSH E-newsletter, general news and events including notification of employment
opportunities within the healthcare simulation arena.
•
Ability to vote in the ASSH Executive Committee election process.
•
On-going information about the annual SimHealth conference and other relevant
conferences.
ASSH membership also includes individual membership of Simulation Australia and full
member benefits of the International Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH). Your
membership will include access to the Simulation in Healthcare Journal, Listserv,
networking and curriculum sharing opportunities.
You can join on-line by clicking on the link below
http://mybookingmanager.com/asshmembership
Credit card facilities are available.
Note - Please make any cheques payable to "Simulation Australia Ltd".
Activating your SSH prepaid coupon:
5.
SSH membership
It is important to note that ASSH membership includes full member benefits to the
International Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH). Your membership includes
access to the Simulation in Healthcare Journal, Listserv, and networking and curriculum
sharing opportunities. Please note: ASSH members must register their SSH membership
by logging onto the SSH website and joining as a member by using the prepaid coupon
supplied with your membership letter.
If you have not activated your SSH membership, here are the instructions to assist you.
Go to the SSH website.
Click here: http://ssih.org/join
What type of membership are you seeking?
1. Full Membership: $150.00 – SELECT THIS OPTION FOR ASSH MEMBERS
2. Enter your SSH prepaid coupon number: Your SSH prepaid coupon is SSH5-SCXKUNEh-NEJ6-1079
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3. Complete the “Tell us about yourself…” and click Next Step Billing at the bottom of the
page.
The amount due will be $0 so you won’t need to enter in any billing information.
4. Just confirm that page and you’re done.
Your SSH membership will commence at the time you activate your prepaid code and
expire in 12 months from date of activation.
We are aware that many ASSH members have had problems activating their SSH prepaid
codes on the SSH website. ASSH has advised SSH of these issues and they are being
addressed.
If you need further assistance please contact Andrea Coulsell via email
Andrea@simulationaustralia.org.au
6.

ASSH Newsletter:

Do you have a news item or story that you would like to share with other ASSH
members? Can you tell us about new and interesting developments at your workplace?
Would you like to provide your profile for the next newsletter? Please submit your news
items, stories or profile for the next edition of the ASSH Newsletter to one of the ASSH
Executive Committee members. Submission deadline for Issue 5 is March 1st 2012.

The Australian Society for Simulation in Healthcare (ASSH) - Established in April 2007: A Special Interest
Group of Simulation Australia Ltd (formerly SIAA)
An affiliated organisation of the international Society for Simulation in Healthcare (SSH) USA : Website
www.assh.org.au
You are receiving this email because you are an ASSH member.
If you wish to unsubscribe from future mailings, please click the unsubscribe link below
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